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SPEME - QUESTIONING TRAUMATIC HERITAGE:

SPACES OF MEMORY IN EUROPE, ARGENTINA, COLOMBIA 

Speme is a four-year RISE 2017 EU-funded project for
research, innovation and staff exchange between academic
researchers and professionals working in the field of spaces
of memory, museums and sites of commemoration in Italy,
the Netherlands, Argentina and Colombia. The project's
ultimate goal is to create new ways and forms for the
transmission of traumatic memories  of the past in the
present  through which contemporary social and political
issues can be further interrogated.

You can visit our website to find out who we are, and which
institutions are involved in the project: www.speme.eu
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The ongoing Covid-19 pandemic has forced us to

recalibrate our daily lives. New ways of working, new

ways of meeting friends and relatives have been created.

Many of these appointments have all moved online. For a

project like ours, where exchanges of reflection and visits

to places of memory are a fundamental part of the

research, the restrictions represented a real challenge.

Despite this, however, Speme continues to do research

and investigate the various forms of difficult memory in

Latin American and European contexts. 

The Speme project redefined its working methods and

changed “platform” to improve dialogue and share ideas.

Many of our activities, which are mainly based on

fieldwork and workshops in places of memory, have been

interrupted since March 2020, when the pandemic

arrived in Europe, with the first cases in Italy. We have

continued to work and meet, developing our discussion

on how to spatialise the difficult and post-conflict past.  

  

In this second Bulletin we present and share the

activities carried out so far and our next publishing

projects.

On the 4th of March a visit to former Clandestine Centre of
Detention, Torture and Extermination (CCDTyE) “Club
Atlético”;
On the 10th of March the group visited  the Centro Ana
Frank Argentina;     
On the 11th of March the Speme researchers visited the
former CCDTyE “Virrey Cevallos”. 
Patrizia Violi had two meetings with Professor Elizabeth
Jelin and her research team at the Centro de
Investigaciones Sociales Connicet-IDES, where she
discussed our project with them. 

Our last meetings in Buenos Aires
before the Covid-19 restrictions

Shortly before the international Covid-19 restrictions became
effective, putting a stop to our presence and fieldwork in
memory sites in Argentina, Colombia, Italy and The
Netherlands, part of our team participated in the following
activities in Buenos Aires, organized by the Universidad de
Buenos Aires team:
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Although we are in two different continents, we

have managed to continue our exchange of ideas

and perspectives through numerous online seminars

on Zoom. In particular, in addition to practical and

organisational meetings, a series of group activities

were organised in November with the central theme

of heritage conservation and promotion.

Speme continues online 

The  Speme  team  during  one
of  their  meetings  online  

On the 11th November, in particular, a Zoom meeting was

held, organised by ESMA, to discuss together with a

community of scholars, museum operators, students and

Argentinean citizens the plan for the inclusion of the Sitio

De Memoria Esma Ex Centro Clandestino De Detención,

Tortura Y Exterminio De Argentina in the Unesco World

Heritage List. 

The following week, thanks to the coordination of

Amsterdam School for Heritage, Memory and Material

Culture (AHM) and the Amsterdam-based organisation

dealing with sustainability, ecology and preservation

heritage, Ki Culture, the Speme group was able to discuss

online some possible interactions between the concepts

of 



difficult heritage, communication and

sustainability, intersectionality and feminism.

The meeting was moderated by Caitlin

Southwick, Founder and Executive Director of Ki

Culture and expert in conservation and

preservation of cultural heritage
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The  Speme  group  during
the  meeting  with  Caitl in
Southwick  (Ki-Culture)  

The meetings in November ended with a lecture by
Andrea Petö held on the 25th  of November and
organised by the H401 group. Professor Petö, who
teaches Gender Studies and Oral History at the
Central European University in Budapest/Vienna,

gave a lecture entitled “Shame and the Memory
Politics of Illiberal States” on visual narratives of
sexual violence during WWII.
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A  snapshot  of  the  lecture  by
Andrea  Petö  (CEU)



Every year SPEME organizes a training workshop on
artistic participatory practices focused on memory and
difficult heritage. Collaborating with different age
groups, these workshops aim to develop a set of “best
practices” for the creation a methodological tool-kit for
analysis of the visitor-site relationship. This year Viviana
Gravano, with Mario Panico and Patrizia Violi, who
curated the workshop, decided to work with young
adult (20/30-year-old) from/with origins in China, Iran,

Italy and Rwanda.

The initial plan included a workshop to be carried out in
Fossoli, but given the Covid-19 emergency, it was moved
online. During the online meeting the group worked on
a digital “trauma abecedary” with a specific focus on the
places and spaces of trauma. In particular the
participants, with the help of two artists, Luca Capuano
and Camilla Casadei Maldini, and a graphic designer,
Marco Loi, assembled various materials and built
together the participatory “trauma abecedary”, with a
particular focus on the possible meanings of   “space of
trauma”, from the most metaphorical to the most
descriptive ones. The abecedary of trauma will be
published soon on our website.
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The  cover  of  the  "abecedary
of  trauma" ,  the  result  of  the

workshop   

News of our annual workshop
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Dossier: Les crimes des dictatures en Amérique
latine : poursuites judiciaires et mémoires sociales
by Alvarez, Victoria & Laino Sanchis, Fabricio, in Les
Cahiers ALHIM, Number 38 (2019);

https://journals.openedition.org/alhim/7777

Memorialización y conflicto armado: la
construcción de narrativas para la paz en Colombia
by Pardo Abril, Neyla, in Revista de Estudos da
Linguagem, 28(1), 2019;

http://www.periodicos.letras.ufmg.br/index.php/reli
n/article/view/14888/pdf

Story of a counter monument: Doris Salcedo’s
Fragmentos in Bogota by Violi, Patrizia, in Punctum.

International Journal of Semiotics 5(2): 62-71, 2019;

https://punctum.gr/volume-5-issue

Arte y Memoria. Abordajes múltiples en la
elaboración de experiencias difíciles by Tornay,

Lizel; Alvarez, Victoria; Laino Sanchis, Fabricio &

Paganini, Mariana, EUFyL (UBA), 2020;

Arte y Duelo: entre los vivos y los muertos by Violi,
Patrizia, in Arte y Memoria. Abordajes múltiples en
la elaboración de experiencias difíciles, cit, 2020;

En los bordes de lo narrado. Memorias difíciles y
género by Tornay, Lizel, in Arte y Memoria.

Abordajes múltiples en la elaboración de
experiencias difíciles, cit, 2020;

Formación de la identidad ‘víctima’ en el discurso
del presidente Juan Manuel Santos sobre la justicia
transicional en Colombia 2012-2016 by Ruiz Celis,

Juan, in Estudios del Discurso, 6(1), 2020;

http://scholar.googleusercontent.com   

La violencia sexual es política. Un análisis de
Campo de Batalla. Cuerpo de Mujer by Lizel Tornay
and Victoria Alvarez, in Cuaderno 95, Ctro. Estudios
Diseño y Comunicación, Univ. Palermo, Buenos
Aires,(2020/2021)- -Peer reviewed-Open access;

      

Publications and future projects

https://journals.openedition.org/alhim/7777
http://www.periodicos.letras.ufmg.br/index.php/relin/article/view/14888/pdf
https://punctum.gr/volume-5-issue-2-2019-%CE%BCultimodality-in-education/story-of-a-counter-monument-doris-salcedos-fragmentos-in-bogota/
http://scholar.googleusercontent.com/scholar?q=cache:lwXM9IzddhAJ:scholar.google.com/+Formaci%C3%B3n+de+la+identidad+%E2%80%9Cv%C3%ADctima%E2%80%9D+en+el+discurso+del+presidente+Juan+Manuel+Santos+sobre+la+justicia+transicional+en+Colombia+2012-2016&hl=es&as_sdt=0,5-
http://scholar.googleusercontent.com/scholar?q=cache:lwXM9IzddhAJ:scholar.google.com/+Formaci%C3%B3n+de+la+identidad+%E2%80%9Cv%C3%ADctima%E2%80%9D+en+el+discurso+del+presidente+Juan+Manuel+Santos+sobre+la+justicia+transicional+en+Colombia+2012-2016&hl=es&as_sdt=0,5-
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Representación mediática de la inadecuación de la
víctima. Estrategia legitimadora de nuevas
violencias by Pardo Abril, Neyla & Rodríguez,

Camilo, in Textos en proceso, 6(1), 2020;

https://www.semanticscholar.org/paper/Representa
ción-mediática-de-la-inadecuación-de-la-Abril-
Flechas

Storytelling: Representaciones Mediáticas de las
Memorias en Colombia by Pardo Abril, Neyla, in
Pragmática Sociocultural/Sociocultural Pragmatics,

8(1), 2020, pp. 1-40.

https://www.degruyter.com/view/journals/soprag/8/1
/article-p1.xml

Martyrdom: Canonisation, Contestation and
Afterlives by Ihab Saloul and Jan Willem van
Henten (eds), Amsterdam, UVA UP, 2020.

Pensando al futuro: memoria e posterità by Anna
Maria Lorusso, in VS-Versus. Quaderni di studi
semiotici, "Futuro. Un tempo della storia",  a cura di 
 Jorge Lozano, Daniele Salerno. n. 131, 2/2020,

Bologna, Il Mulino.

Moreover, we already signed a contract with
Amsterdam University Press for a thematic issue of the
International Journal of Heritage, Memory and Conflict
(HMC) devoted to Traumatic Spaces: Heritage, Memory
and Art, edited by Anna Maria Lorusso, Cristina
Demaria, Patrizia Violi and Ihab Saloul, to be published
in fall 2021, and a book with the same editor to be
published in fall 2022, as final publication of the project.

Follow  our  activities  on  

www .speme .eu  

https://www.semanticscholar.org/paper/Representaci%C3%B3n-medi%C3%A1tica-de-la-inadecuaci%C3%B3n-de-la-Abril-Flechas/a63ca558a70e342f73578e1413c0ce9479828871
https://www.degruyter.com/view/journals/soprag/8/1/article-p1.xml
https://www.speme.eu/

